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Dear his. Do i ic l i .  

Tlic American Associat ion o f  People i v i th  Disabi l i t ies (AQSD) appreciates the 
opporrunity to submit comments to t h e  FCC as i t  considers reforming the contr ibut ion 
nietliotlolo~y foi- the universal service fund IUSF). As the largest national nouprof i t  
cross-disabil ity iuember o r y n i r a t i o n  in the L'nited States, AlZPD urges the Commission 
to consider the potential derriniental impact of proposed changes on low-income and 
f i c d - i n c o m e  coiisttmers. inany ot' whom are people wi th  disabil it ies. 

A 5  Arneric:ins w i t h  disabil it ies of tsn l i ve  on  fixed or  l im i ted  incomes and are more 
l ike ly  to be unemployed than .Aniericans wi thout  disabilities, u e  arc part icular ly 
concei-ned w i th  the p r o p o s i  to sivirch f roni  n revenue-based funding mechanism to a 
connection-based one. W e  be l ie \e  that ;L connection-based univ~crsal service Fee would 
tinfairlq burden lo\\.-iticonie and lo\+-\,oltinie (those \vho make few calls) custoniers - 
those in lei ided to benei i t  froni the tini\.ersal sei-vice goals. Under th is inletliodology, 
custoiiiers \\.I10 make Fcw inlcLstate ca l l s  \\'otiId be assessed the samz a s  customers, 
inc luding businesses. who make many interstate calls. In other words. l ow -vo lume  and 
pi- iniar i ly residential ctistoiiiet's would bear the same universal sen i ce  fund contr ibut ion 
as a high-volurnc residential o r  business cusLoiner. 

I n  addition. \ve arc concerncd about l io\v this proposed funding mechanisi i i  w i l l  
impact tisers of  pi.e-paid \ \  ireless ser\.ices. Wireless phones can offer consumers thc 
betiefits UT safety, security and convenience. However because many people wi th  
disabil it ies live on I imi tcd or Liued incomes. they are often tinable to qual i fy  for o r  afford 
ce l l  phone service Pre-paid \vireIcss sen ices  provide an opt ion for those icho want but 
cotddn't  ohenvise a1fo1-d c e l l  phone service. Changing the USF mechanism f rom 
revenue-based to connecrioii-based wotild signif icant ly increase the cost o f  pre-paid 
wii.eIrss conipaiiies' L'SF coiitr ibtit ions wh i ch  \vould force companies to increase tl le 
usage charges for such scrvices. LL'K i i rye the Commission LO ensure that any changes to 
the USF inccl ianisni  do not iiiadvertently raise the cost ofpre-paid wireless service to the 
detriment o f those who iieed i t  [ l ie most.  
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Universal service is \ ' c q  inipol-rant to people with disabilities. It helps ensure the 
delivery of affordable and accessible telecommunications senices to all Americans, 
including people with disabilities in high-cost areas and on limited incomes, schools, 
libraries and rural hcaltli providers. A M D  urges the FCC to retain the current system of 
assessing universal s en  ice contributions based on interstate revenues and to ensure that 
a n y  modi tications to thur systcm d o  not inad1 ertcntly harm the very population universal 
service is intended to help. 

Sincerely, 

Andre\\ J .  Iniparato 
President and CEO 
.'\nierican Association o f  People \v i t l i  Disabilities 


